
COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group PRIVATE held on 
Tuesday, 16 October 2018 at 10.00 am at Lillyhall Depot, Workington

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr MS Barbour
Mr AWC Lamb
Mr FI Morgan
Mr CP Turner

Mr CJ Whiteside
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Mr AW Wonnacott

Also in Attendance:-

Mr M Barry - Programme Lead - Infrastructure Planning
Mr S Consterdine - Democratic Services Officer
Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland
Mr C McCarron - Highways Network Officer

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

139 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Hawkins.

140 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Item 132 – Page 9 – second paragraph should read “discussions with both Bootle 
Parish Council”.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting 13 June 2018 be agreed as a correct 
record.

141 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UPDATE

The Traffic Management Team Leader – West Area, presented a report to provide 
members with the background and updates on various traffic management matters 
in the Copeland area.
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Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (Road Closures) – Since 1st January 2018, 
there had been a total of 183 temporary TRO’s processed for the Copeland area.  
United Utilities were now carrying out construction works in the Copeland area to 
install a major new pipeline from Thirlmere to West Cumbria.  

Copeland Speed Limit Review – Traffic count data had been received, site 
assessments were ongoing and proposals were now being formed.  Initial 
consultation on proposals was expected to take place in the coming weeks.

It was AGREED that the cases relating to Copeland discussed at CRASH would be 
a standard item on the Copeland Highways Working Group agenda so that they 
may be reviewed.

School Patrol Lights – All patrol lights had been re-programmed in the Copeland 
area.  

Works to repair and improve the patrol lights on Coach Road, Whitehaven for St 
Begh’s Junior School had been completed as part of a larger scheme to improve 
street lighting and traffic bollards along this busy route.  

Additionally, works to install new patrol lights on Wellington Row to service St 
James Junior School had been completed.

Millom TRO Review – Site assessments had taken place following a number of 
requests for changes to the traffic restrictions.  Proposals had been formed for 
locations throughout Millom and the surrounding area; it was expected that 
consultation would begin shortly. 

Moresby Parks Road – Proposals to install additional speed humps along Moresby 
Parks Road, Moresby Parks, Whitehaven were currently being advertised.  Should 
we receive no unresolved objections, implementation would take place this financial 
year.

S106 Moor Row – Proposals to install traffic calming features, including speed 
cushions, were being prepared for statutory consultation and legal advertisement.

The Gardens and NPIF Bransty Row, Whitehaven – Changes to the Whitehaven 
Traffic Regulation Order to facilitate the projects at The Gardens and Bransty Row 
were currently out to statutory consultation and advertisement.  Any unresolved 
objections would be presented in a separate report at the next meeting of Copeland 
Local Area Committee.

A question was asked regarding the start date for the Bransty Row junction 
improvement works.  
The Traffic Management Team Leader – West Area advised that it was anticipated 
that the works would commence in the spring of 2019.
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Inclusive Mobility – Works had been ordered and programmed to create improved 
accessible routes in Millom.  Works had also been ordered to assist a resident on 
Greenbank Avenue.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

142 DRAFT 2019/2020 - LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS 
BUDGET

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) presented a report which provided 
members of the Copeland Highways Working Group with an indication of the draft 
provisional works programme for 2019/2020.

The programme was indicative at this stage and further work would be undertaken 
locally and with the Asset Management Team to determine the final programme of 
works.

Officers locally were currently in the process of aligning works programmes for 
20/21 and beyond.

The programme had been developed assuming the same level of funding to that of 
18/19 and must be recognised that this was subject to change.

A discussion followed with regards to various local issues.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

143 HIGHWAYS NETWORK MANAGERS REPORT

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) presented a report which provided 
members with an update on Highways Network matters over the last quarter.

Scheme Delivery 18/19 – Detailed below was series of updates regarding work 
recently completed, work currently ongoing and programmed work over the course 
of the next month.

Recently Completed
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – C4024 Birks Road, Cleator Moor.
 Footway Reconstruction - Wasdale Road, Millom. 
 Footway Reconstruction – Nelson Street, Millom.
 Pothole Repair Patching – Lamplugh to Kirkland.
 Pothole Repair Patching – Ravenhill Road, Kells.
 Pothole Repair Patching – Saltom Road, Kells.
 Lining Renewals – Various across Copeland.
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Ongoing Works
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – U4062 Swallowhurst to Foldgate.
 Drainage Improvements - Bigrigg to Pallaflat. 
 Sea Defence Wall Repairs – Seascale. 
 Salt Bin & Heap Replenishment

Programmed Works
 Pothole Repair Patching - Bookwell to Queens Drive (22.10.18)
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – B5294 Frizington to Bowthorn 

(15.10.18)
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – C4026 Birker Fell (29.10.18)
 Carriageway Repair Works - Birkby Road (Linbeck Badger Sett) 

November TBC 

Routine Gully Maintenance – 

An allocation of £160,000 was agreed at Copeland Local Committee to support the 
gully cleansing activities during 18/19. The same level of funding as that allocated in 
17/18. 

Officers were currently in the process of reviewing the frequency/priorities for the 
routine gully cleansing programme to support a wider risk based approach. Subject 
to members approval the gully cleansing arrangements when finalised would form 
part of the 19/20 Revenue programme. It was expected funding for gully 
maintenance to remain the same as that in 18/19 (£160,000).

Informal discussions had also begun with regard to aligning gully maintenance with 
the Boroughs sweeping schedule. As noted previously Copeland Borough Council 
does not operate a frequency based service. They operate daily cleans (litter 
picks/sweeps) which were largely focussed to town centres. The operational team 
responsible for road sweeping were self directed and reactive to known issues. 
Cumbria County Council to date had provided the Borough with the gully cleaning 
schedule for attention. 

Our gully cleaning teams were currently progressing with cleans to the A5086 and 
A595

Following that further cleans were planned in the Egremont Area.

The Highways Network Officer updated members in respect of the previous 
weekend’s events in Millom in preparation of storm Callum. He advised that his 
team had contacted the Copeland Borough Council to arrange sweeps of gully’s 
prior to the storm arriving as this was a known cause of flooding in the area. 

The Highways Network Officer went onto advise that he does attend the 3 monthly 
meetings with the Millom Town Councillors to discuss an highway related concerns.

The members thanked the Highways Network Officer and his team in the way they 
have dealt with flooding incidents.
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Methods of communicating the good work that the County Council does in local 
areas during these events were discussed.

Planning Applications - Copeland –

Details were given to members of key planning applications that Local Officers were 
currently aware of. A verbal update on each was provided to members during the 
meeting regarding each application.

Reference Proposal Location

4/18/2287 Outline 370 houses Harras Moor, 
Whitehaven               

4/18/2292 Business and Retail 
Development (Buzz Station)

Bransty Row, Whitehaven

TBC Outline for a 33 home 
development 

Fell View Drive, Egremont

4/18/2413 26 residential dwellings Royal Drive, Egremont

4/18/2088 52 residential dwellings Old Goods Yard, Distington

4/18/2279 9 residential dwellings The Flosh, Cleator

4/18/2403 21 Residential dwellings Weddicar Hall Site, Cleator 
Moor

TBC 19 Residential dwellings Orgill, Egremont

4/18/2312 600 space car park Old Kangol Site, Cleator 
Moor

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) advised members that if they require 
any further detail regarding the above applications they could contact the Network 
Manager direct.

It was suggested that it would be helpful if a map could be pulled together showing 
all planning applications in the Copeland Area.

Section 106 (Copeland) – A verbal update was provided regarding S106 highway 
contributions over the last 5 years in Copeland. 
A question was asked about the amount of Sec 106 funds outstanding.

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) informed members that he understood 
a presentation was planned at a future Local Committee regarding S106 
contributions.

Infrastructure Planning – The purpose of this short update was to inform members 
regarding some of the strategic infrastructure planning matters.
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Sellafield Ltd A verbal update was provided regarding a number of Strategies that 
CCC officers were being consulted on, these included (Transport Strategy; 
Transport and Movement Plan; Accommodation Strategy). The officer’s response to 
each of these documents would be shared in due course

West Cumbria Mining A verbal update was provided to members regarding West 
Cumbria Mining including CCC position statement 

NuGen.  A verbal update was provided to members regarding NuGen, where further 
clarity regarding the sale of NuGen was expected late October

A595 Liaison Group – Following a meeting with Highways England officers late 
August, concerns were raised regarding the lack of progress on a number of 
schemes. As a result a formal letter was directed to Highways England for 
consideration. This was attached for information. At the time of writing the report, no 
response had been received. 

A verbal update would also be provided regarding improvements planned to the 
A595 at Grizebeck

Copeland Borough Council (Public Realm Proposals) – Copeland Borough 
Council had agreed an enhanced budget for the public realm schemes for each 
town within the district with approximately £75K utilised for public realm 
improvements per town. 

The design for each town has yet to be finalised following a number of consultation 
events. Copeland was actively engaging regarding the proposals. 
It was appreciated that the plans had been circulated to members previously but 
these were attached as part of the report with a copy of the consultation material for 
each town for discussion.

Concerns were raised relating the time line for these proposed works as there would 
be possible Traffic Regulation Order related changes to be considered. Given the 
suggested nature of the improvements Members were keen to understand that a 
contribution to future maintenance costs was taken into account.

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) informed members that he has a 
meeting with Copeland Borough Council regarding the Public Realm proposals. The 
Highways Network Manager (Copeland) also suggested that separate meetings with 
directly affected members were undertaken to ensure we are strategically aligned 
regarding the improvements. He will feed back to members following this meeting.

Resilience Road Network – A verbal update would be provided on work currently 
being undertaken locally and County Wide with regard to identifying what was 
believed should be classed as the resilience road network.
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A Boards/Street Cafes/Displays on the Highway - In light of queries publicised 
recently an update on Cumbria County Councils position regarding the location of A 
Boards/Street Cafes/displays on the highways was given.  

In 2011, a trial licensing system was introduced in Keswick to allow better 
management of the A Boards and Street Cafes, which in turn aided in the de-
cluttering of the footways and reduction in complaints.

Cumbria County Council had two Service Procedures relating to the licensing of 
unauthorised signs on the highway (A Boards) and Street Cafes and other 
Pavement Obstructions.  Copies of these procedures were circulated at the 
meeting. In summary, the management of the licensing system required Officers to:

• Assess each site for suitability against listed criteria
• Request and receive Public Liability Insurance details 
• Create a Legal Notice
• Place the Legal Notice on site whilst carrying out consultation with 

affected residents, Town Council, Local Member(s) and Emergency 
Services

• Create and issue the Licence and Location Detail Plans specific to 
each Application

• Raise and issue Invoice (Street Cafés only)
• Chase Licensees for Insurance details upon expiry
• Re-issue Licence documentation on an Annual basis
• Monitor authorised equipment and enforce terms of Licence

Local Officers were exploring whether this level of governance should be 
implemented as in Copeland officers currently operate a light touch approach in that 
any issues identified was dealt with directly with the business owner. From 
experience and working with the business this generally enabled any issues to be 
mitigated.

Gallows Lonning, Low Moresby - A verbal update was provided regarding the use 
of Gallows Lonning, Low Moresby following a series of discussions with the locally 
elected member.

Duddon Bridge – A verbal update was provided regarding the resilience issues 
relative to Duddon Bridge. Although the bridge was maintained by the South Lakes 
Highway team, local  Copeland officers were keen to explore whether it should sit 
within Copeland Local Committee given its importance to the highways network in 
South Copeland.

Members agreed that the Highways Network Manager (Copeland) look into this and 
also any maintenance allocation be transferred over also.

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) advised that he would report back to 
members once he had further information in this respect.
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Low Road – The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) highlighted a recent 
meeting that took place with representatives from Low Road and the locally elected 
member regarding ongoing issues relative to inconsiderate parking and traffic 
movements.

It was noted during the meeting the work and discussions tabled previously and that 
although CCC were evidently keen to support improvements it was vital that traffic 
flows through this sensitive route. With that it was unlikely at this stage further 
Traffic Regulation Order changes would be progressed.

The group were considering engaging with the Borough Council to establish if any 
support could be provided to manage parking within Whitehaven given the 
increased development within the town. They recognised that vehicles were 
migrating further from the Town Centre.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

144 WHITEHAVEN RELIEF ROAD

The Programme Lead - Infrastructure Planning, presented this report to update 
members on the forthcoming consultation surrounding proposals for a Whitehaven 
Relief Road and to agree for this to be considered at the 27 November meeting of 
Local Committee.

In 2017 the Secretary of State for Transport announced that in 2018 there would be 
a public consultation on proposals for a Whitehaven Relief Road.

It was now understood that Highway England would undertake a 6 week 
consultation starting the week commencing November 5th.  Ahead of this, on 
November 2nd, Highways England would provide a briefing for local elected 
representatives to which invitations have been shared.

It was understood that the consultation itself would be high level; focusing on the 
identification of issues and broad options for intervention and would not be setting 
out detailed route options.

During the consultation Highways England will host a number of consultation 
events.

Cumbria County Council would be responding to this consultation and to inform this, 
it was proposed that the views of Local Committee for Copeland be sought at the 27 
November meeting. 

RESOLVED that members agree that this consultation be considered at the meeting 
of the Copeland Local Committee on 27 November  2018.
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145 CRASH GROUP

An update on the recently held CRASH meeting was given.

146 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 10 December 2018 at 10.00 am at Lillyhall, 
Workington.

The meeting ended at 1.00 pm


